Astrophotography Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to introduce you to astrophotography via NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the Day (http://apod.nasa.gov), which is used to enrich our knowledge of the cosmos and convey the latest astronomical discoveries (e.g., a new supernova explosion observed in a distant galaxy). The APOD you describe in your post must be related to the content associated with Unit 1, 3, or 5.  

Tasks:  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Monitor NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the Day (APOD) website on a daily basis at http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html. You can also select photos from the archive http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/archivepix.html.

Select three separate APOD entries and complete a write-up for each, following the instructions provided below. The APOD you select must be relevant to content in Unit 1: Beginning the Cosmic Journey, and you should complete your post in tandem with Unit 1. You will select two additional APOD entries—associated with the contents of Unit 3: Our Solar System and the Search for Exoplanets and Unit 5: The Jovian Planets, Asteroids, and Comets, respectively—and do a write-up using the same instructions.

Write-up instructions:

· Enter a title and “APOD 1,” “APOD 2," or “APOD 3.”
· Discuss why you selected the image.
· Briefly explain the phenomenon.

Reference which textbook chapter number(s), title(s), and/or section title(s) are linked to the phenomenon, along with the relevant page numbers. Remember to relate your APOD choices to the content featured in the textbook chapters associated with Unit 1, Unit 3, or Unit 5.

In your Assignment 1 folder, you will find a link to the Assignment 1 Blog. Each APOD write-up will be a different Blog post in the same blog. Start a new entry by clicking the Create Blog Entry button at the top left. Then, enter the following information in the title line: Post Number and Image title (see the following screen shot). Email your Open Learning Faculty Member when you have completed all your posts.                                                       
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