· Involving the Community
Introduction
For the past six years, you’ve worked for a water utility in a small community serving roughly 5,000 people. Last year, a forest fire burnt through part of the steep watershed. The logging company has given you a call letting you know it is making plans to salvage the burnt timber and replant the burnt area. You know a long-standing watershed coalition has worked hard to safeguard this watershed. Ted from the logging company has invited you to a meeting to review the plans. This activity will help you gather your ideas and strategies for encouraging community participation in planning processes while maintaining positive community relations.
Instructions
Using the information in the introduction as your background, briefly outline four strategies, which you could recommend to Ted, to ensure the community was included in his planning process. The assumption is that Ted’s company wants to promote positive community relations.
Using the information in the introduction as your background, briefly outline four strategies, which you could recommend to Ted, to ensure the community was included in his planning process. The assumption is that Ted’s company wants to promote positive community relations. Click on the link below to find a sample answer.
· Answer
Answers will vary. A sample answer follows:
You could suggest the following strategies to Ted to ensure the community was involved in his planning process. Ted or company representatives could:
· Contact the various stakeholders involved in the watershed including the members of the watershed coalition, Ministry of Forests and other important stakeholders in the community to understand their different points of view
· Consult with the community’s water advisory committee or city council
· Create a newsletter that discusses the issue
· Post information about the watershed issue
· Participate in any community forums
· Create a display or booth at a community function
· Meet with schools to discuss the importance of watersheds and the balance between keeping water sources safe and logging practices.
Remember, if an issue relating to water becomes hot in your community, as a water operator, you could use this opportunity to gain interest and support in your water system and your operations. You, too, could implement some of the above strategies in conjunction with or separate from the logging company.
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