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Project Description
You are expected to engage in extensive research to write two properly structured academic essays. Show evidence of original thought by providing examples and illustrations relevant to the topics; marshal evidence that supports your views (and always cite your sources!).
Choose two (2) questions from the following topic list and write two (2) essays of around 750 words each maximum. Do not write much more or less than 750 words per essay or this will be penalized with lower marks. Be sure that you are presenting the concepts in your own words and that you include current information. Add a reference list for each essay at the end of each essay.
Essay Topics
1. Explain why it is problematic to come up with a universal definition of family. Refer to the problems that universal definitions of family have found and use cross-cultural examples in your answer.
2. Contrast family life in Canada before and after contact with Europeans in terms of family patterns (marriage, kinship) and gender relations and how these patterns and relations changed following contact. Choose one specific Indigenous group on which to focus your answer.
3. Historically, Canada underwent deep transformations in becoming an industrialized country. What were the main changes to families that took place as a result of the industrialization of Canada in terms of gender roles, values and patterns?
4. What has been the role of government in family life in Canada throughout history and today? In what way has neoliberal ideology affected government policy for families in Canada? Focus your answer on one specific government policy that affects families (such as subsidies, social services or health care) and engage in a detailed analysis of this policy.
5. Why is theorizing about families different from theorizing about other social groups? Apply your knowledge of the different theories seen in this course that explain family life and use specific examples of research done from these perspectives. Make sure you engage in further research beyond your textbook.
6. Choose one theoretical perspective to study families seen in this course and explain its strengths and weaknesses. What societal elements that affect family life does the chosen perspective highlight and which ones does it fail to see? Use specific examples to illustrate your answer.
Suggested Criteria for Evaluating Essays
Substance
· The research paper provides evidence of critical thinking and analysis as well as synthesis of researched information throughout, and presents a logical and persuasive argument.
· Research sources are relevant, current, and credible. They are clearly documented in the paper.
· The introduction offers a sense of direction for the paper and presents a clear thesis statement to the reader.
· The body develops the necessary aspects of the main idea and provides examples, support, or illustration for each aspect of the main idea.
· The conclusion summarizes the main points and ties them to the thesis; it also presents an impact statement and/or suggests direction for future research.
Writing Style and Format 
· Paragraphs are unified, developed, and coherent, with transitions between ideas.
· Sentences are grammatically correct; words are chosen for accuracy and impact.
· The writing follows the conventions of spelling and mechanics (punctuation, etc.).
· The format follows the APA documentation style accurately and consistently.

